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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2017-600
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: August 22, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU, F
Date of Analysis: August 24, 2017
Type of Action: Appropriation; authorizing execution of special counsel engagement letter
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $3,217,826 from closed, de-appropriated Better Jacksonville Plan projects to the BJP Tree Mitigation account ($1,717,826) and the BJP Real Estate Matters account ($1,500,000). The bill provides for a reversion of any unused funds to the account of origin. It authorizes execution of an engagement letter with the law firm Nelson Mullins Riley and Scarborough, LLP to represent the City in BJP-related real estate matters.
Background Information: The Better Jacksonville Plan, approved by voter referendum in 2000, anticipated that tree mitigation funds would be payable due to the removal of certain protected trees during the construction of several road projects. BJP projects also required acquisition of real estate, in some cases by use of eminent domain. Funds for this appropriation will be provided by current BJP sales tax revenues deposited into excess budget capacity allocations captured from completed and closed BJP projects that have been transferred to a De-appropriated Projects reserve account within the BJP Construction fund. This fund is an all-years fund and the funding will provide monies to satisfy tree mitigation obligations and close out real estate matters related to completed BJP roadways. Any remaining funds not needed for such costs and fees will be returned to the reserve account.
The bill approves a professional services contract with the Nelson Mullins law firm to represent the City in BJP-related real estate matters and states that $750,000 is allocated to costs and professional fees related to BJP Public Works road improvement costs and another $750,000 is specifically for the completion of the road improvement costs.
NOTE: the legal services agreement with Nelson Mullins attached to the bill contains a blank for the “not-to-exceed” contract amount.
Policy Impact Area: Better Jacksonville Plan costs
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $3,217,826 - $1,717,826 to the BJP Tree Mitigation account and $1,500,000 to real estate acquisition costs and legal expenses.
Analyst: Clements
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